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and their distances from each other, however fine the
modern instruments may be. Some scientists them-
selves agree that the error may be upto 50% in their
calculations. Scientists do not answer in definite term^
when asked if they have observed galaxies towards the
east or west or south as they have observed towards the
north. As such, it is only a guess to say that the Milky
Way is one of the galaxies and that our solar system is
a part of it. It is not a confirmed fact. Charts may be
prepared. Coloured pictures may be placed before us.
We cannot but say that they are more the products of
imagination.

What we see as stars are described in the Puranas
as worlds of light and heavenly vehicles of divine be-
ings. Accordingly, Sri VaradiraJasvami has said in his
'Bhugola Varnanam5.

Madhyadharasu Gandharva Siddhadyah punya karminah,
Bhasvadvimana kotistha ramante Sastriaih sada.

Upon the mid-way strips of the Kalacakra, crores
of bright divine chariots of Gandharvas and others are
always moving. Those merited beings spend their time
happily with their wives.

Tararupena tadyananyasamkhyani bhuvi sthitaih,
Narairadyapi drsyante jyotiscakram tatoviduh.

The countless divine vehicles appear to men on
earth like stars. Hence Kalacakra, consisting of such
vehicles of light, is called 'Jyotiscal^ra5. In addition to
these there are also other divine vehicles in large num-
bers in and around the upper worlds like Svargaloka.
Perhaps, these have been called galaxies by scientists
due to illusion. To try to find out the nature of such
'light worlds5 by means of modern instruments is to
look at one's face in a concave or convex mirror. If
the creator's illusory ppwer is clubbed with it, all the
calculations of scientists go to dogs.

Instead of trying to grow knowledge out of igno-
rance, it would be more profitable to organise life in a
useful manner in the light of true knowledge.